CHAPTER III
MUSICAL
ACCORDING to a great and guiding principle, Fleur and
Michael Mont attended the Hugo Solstis concert, not be-
cause they anticipated pleasure, but because they knew
Hugo. They felt, besides, that Solstis, an Englishman of
Russo-Dutch extraction, was one of those who were restor-
ing English music, giving to it a wide and spacious freedom
from melody and rhythm, while investing it with literary
and mathematical charms. And one never could go to a
concert given by an}' of this school without using the word
' interesting' as one was coming away. To sleep to this
restored English music, too, was impossible. Fleur, a
sound sleeper, had never even tried. Michael had, and com-
plained afterwards that it had been like a nap in Liege rail-
way station. On this occasion they occupied those gangway
scats in the front row of the dress circle of which Fleur had
a sort of natural monopoly. There Hugo and the rest could
see her taking her place in the English restoration move-
ment. It was easy, too, to escape into the corridor and
exchange the word 4 interesting' with side-whiskered
cognoscenti; or, slipping out a cigarette from the little gold
case, wedding present of Cousin Imogen Cardigan, get a
whiff or two's repose. To speak quite honestly, Fleur had a
natural sense of rhythm which caused her discomfort during
those long and ' interesting' passages which evidenced,
as it were, the composer's rise and fall from his bed of
thorns. She secretly loved a tune, and the impossibility of
ever confessing this without losing hold of Solstis, Bnff,